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SENIOR SECTOR TERM 1 NEWSLETTER
Puriri & Kauri Teams

2 February 2012

Dear Families/Whanau	

Welcome back to Epsom Normal Primary School for 2012.  We are looking forward to the exciting learning opportunities that are planned for this year.  We would also like to welcome Mr Keith Ward who will be teaching Year 5 in Room 2.  

I am a Volunteer – The Senior School Term One Topic “Venturing into Volunteering” is based around the Big Idea that, “our contributions build and sustain stronger communities”. Throughout the term Senior Students will be investigating New Zealand Volunteer Organizations, exploring and identifying their personal strengths, and using these unique strengths to contribute to the community and have a positive impact on the lives of those around them. This topic focuses on the School Values of Optimism and Commitment, and the Key Competencies of Relating to Others and Participating and Contributing.

The Meet the Teacher/School Picnic will be on Thursday 16 February and we are looking forward to meeting you all and sharing more of our programme with you.  

Parent Teacher interviews take place in Week 5 of this term.  These are an ideal opportunity to discuss your child’s next learning steps and share talents and strengths with your child’s teacher.  

Homework will consist of 20 minutes of reading each night, review of basic facts and spelling activities. For extra activities, students are encouraged to visit the school website in the student area and use the learning links.
http://www.epsomnormalprimary.school.nz/index.php/students/learning_links

Physical Education and Sport

This term we have a number of sporting and physical activities to begin the year.

Swimming
As part of our Water Safety/Aquatics Unit ENPS students will be swimming in the school pool.  Please ensure your child has their togs on the correct days including a cap, towel and goggles. This programme is designed to increase confidence in water and provide opportunities for physical activity.  If your child is not able to swim due to illness, please provide a note to the classroom teacher.  We require extra assistance with supervision of children during this time so if you can help please contact your classroom teacher. 

The times are as follows:
Room 1 and 2		Tuesday 9:40am		Wednesday 10:20am
Room 3 and 6		Wednesday 8:55am		Friday 9:40am
Room 4 and 5		Wednesday 9:40am		Friday 10:20am
Room 9 and 10		Tuesday 8:55am		Thursday 9:40am

Swimming Sports 
Training for Years 5-6 will begin next week. Miss Jackson will be holding meetings for interested children wishing to participate in this competition. Please see the day sheet for additional information.

Tuesday Sport
This year we are lucky enough to have additional coaching starting towards the end of Term 1 with student teachers from the Faculty of Education’s Four Year Bachelor of Physical Education Course. They will enable us to have smaller groups and more one on one coaching. 

During Tuesday afternoon we will be leaving the school grounds to go to nearby parks and for exchanges and field days throughout the year. For the first few weeks we require parent support until the Student Teachers begin. Please contact Ms McFaul at mmcfaul@epsomnormal.school.nz if you are able to support the ENPS children. 

Summer Field Day is on Tuesday 27 March and will include Badminton, Tennis, Padder Tennis, Touch Rugby, Mod Softball and Cricket. 

Extra Sporting Opportunities at Epsom
There are many sporting and cultural opportunities on offer at ENPS. Encourage your child to look on the day sheet everyday for any meetings being held for the other activities going on at ENPS.

Flippa Ball: At the end of last year we sent home notices surveying parent interest in supporting the ENPS Flippa Ball teams through coaching. Based on those responses, at this time we are able to enter one Year 4 team and one Year 6 team. ENPS would like to thank Louise Knox, Paula Clark and Dylan Clark for coaching these teams and supporting Extra Sporting Opportunities for the children at ENPS. 

Should you wish to coach a Flippa Ball team in Term 2, 3, or 4, please contact Dillon Rungan at drungan@epsomnormal.school.nz for additional information. 


Lewis Eady Music Tuition

We are very fortunate to have Lewis Eady in our school every Friday this year, offering music tuition to our students. They are well known for their excellence in tuition, with different tutors teaching different instruments. Lewis Eady will perform at our first Senior Sector Assembly on Friday 24 February (Week 4) at 2pm in the hall, which will be run by Room 1, to showcase their teaching “strengths”. All parents and caregivers are invited to attend. They will be available afterwards to discuss their tuition programmes and for the students to look at the instruments and ask questions. We look forward to seeing you there.

There is also another Senior Sector Assembly this term on Friday 23 March at 2pm in the hall and this will be taken by Room 2. Everyone is welcome to attend.


Parnell Baths Trip Year 6

As part of the Watersafe programme in Year 6, we will travel to Parnell Baths on Friday 9 March leaving at 9:30am and returning at approximately 2:30pm.  To enable this to take place, we need plenty of parent helpers as this activity is around water.   Children need to take a packed lunch as the café is a no go zone.  Please complete the parent consent and help form at the end of this newsletter.  

Beach Ed Kauri Year 5

The Year 5’s will be travelling by bus to Red Beach where they will participate in a range of water and beach safety activities before spending time in the water swimming.  Rooms 9 and 10 will be going on Monday 13 February, Rooms 1 and 2 will be going on Tuesday 14 February and Room 6 will go on Wednesday 15 February.  

A permission form with opportunities for parents to help is attached to this notice.  Some parent helpers will need to be in the water to assist with water safety.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Corinna Raasch in R1.

We hope everyone has an enjoyable term.


Kind regards
Senior Sector Teachers

Deputy Principal 
Ateel Sudhakar

Year 5
Corinna Raasch, Trisha Dennis, Jennie Adlam, Mark Bridges and Keith Ward

Year 6
Innes Jephson, Martha McFaul and Emily Withrington 

Teacher contact details are available on the school website in the about us section.        www.epsomnormalprimary.school.nz



















Kauri Team/Year 5 Trip to Beach Ed

I give permission for my child ___________________________________ to attend the Beach Ed programme at Red Beach Surf Lifesaving Club.

I can assist with supervision on land:  Yes/No

I can assist with supervision in the water:  Yes/No

I am able to take my car to provide an emergency vehicle:  Yes/No

Parent’s Name:   _______________________  	

Contact Email: __________________________________________________

Phone Number:  ______________________

Signed: ____________________________






Puriri/Year 6 Trip to Parnell Baths

I give permission for ________________________________________ travel by bus to go to Parnell Baths on Friday 9 March.

I am able to assist with supervision on land:  Yes/No

I am able to assist with supervision in the water:  Yes/No

I am able to take my car to provide an emergency vehicle:  Yes/No

Parent’s Name:  __________________ 

Contact Email: ____________________________________________	

Phone Number: __________________ 

Signed: ______________________				
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