



3 February 2012

Dear Parents/Guardians
As part of the Year 4 music curriculum, recorder tuition vocal/aural training is offered to all children.   This year all four classes will have one hour with me on Wednesdays.   It is the child’s responsibility to bring their recorder and books to school.   I ask that parents help their child to organise a system to make sure this happens. 
This is a quality and well-established programme that children enjoy. It teaches reading, listening, playing, singing and ensemble skills. The children end with a major concert at the end of the year which is a highlight for everyone. 
Your child will regularly play to me individually so I can evaluate and give help.   Two of my major objectives are to encourage children to play every day at home, and teach them all to make a beautiful sound.   With two lessons a week in other years, I could motivate children twice as much.   Progress in other years has been outstanding.   This year, as we will only have one long lesson a week, I am introducing a home recorder record for parents to sign.   Once children have mastered the early stages, we are talking about five to ten minutes daily practice.
Playing music with fine hand movements makes left-right connections in the brain. These connections make us more intelligent. This has been proven in scientific studies and I have had a number of parents (whose children have played a lot at home) comment to me that their child’s school subjects have improved since starting the recorder. Children also benefit with my focus on performance-confidence and playing posture. 
The school provides this tuition free but each child needs their own recorder kit. I have sourced Yamaha Recorders, yellow clear files and Musikit Recorder Tutor books at excellent prices and we have also allowed a small amount to pay for photocopying.   The optional CD is very worthwhile because the children really enjoy playing the pieces with an accompaniment at home.
Please complete the attached form and deposit it with payment in a named and sealed envelope in the money slot in the door opposite the school office (the second form is for those who don’t need all the kit). IMPORTANT: THIS PAYMENT IS DUE NOW.  Each class cannot start until class members have paid for their kit. Last year, a class had a delayed start for this reason. 
I am looking forward to meeting your child and having a wonderful year of music making with them.
Yours sincerely

Jo King, Music Specialist


	RECORDER CLASSES 2012
Name of child _____________________________________________     Room Number _________
   I enclose $26.50 for payment of the Recorder Kit in 2012                   Yes/No
   I enclose an extra $13 for payment of the optional CD in 2012         Yes/No
TOTAL PAYMENT $__________________
_________________________________________________             _________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature                                                   Date

	   



	RECORDER CLASSES 2012
Part Kit
If you have some of the Recorder Kit from previous children, please complete this form.   NOTE: Some recorders are just toys.   It is preferable we have all the white branded Yahama because of tuning but I also accept and like Aulus recorders (Number 205:   Cost $24.90).   These recorders are easier to play and they are available at Lewis Eady, Great South Road, Remuera.   Any other good quality recorder can be shown during the first lessons to see if they are suitable.
Name of child _____________________________________________     Room Number _________
   Recorder only price                          $10.50                                Yes/No
   Musikit recorder book price          $13                                      Yes/No
   Musikit CD price                                $13 (optional)                  Yes/No
   File and photocopying price          $3 (compulsory)              Yes
TOTAL PAYMENT $___________________
__________________________________________________        ___________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature                                                Date



	PAYMENT
CHILDREN WILL NEED TO PAY FOR THEIR WHOLE KIT.   AT FIRST, RECORDERS ONLY WILL BE ISSUED.     OTHER MATERIALS WILL BE GIVEN OUT AS THE PROGRAMME REQUIRES.    
Payment is due now 
Please send completed form and payment
in a named, sealed envelope to the money slot in the door 
opposite the office 
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